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Region 5

Continued Focus on Wolverine World Wide Tannery Site in Rockford, Michigan
Key Message: On December 13, 2017, Acting Regional Administrator Robert Kaplan and Water Division
Director Chris Korleski held a productive meeting with concerned citizens in Rockford, Michigan.

EPA representatives met with four residents and discussed historical aspects of the facility, health concerns,
progress to date, and a path forward. Residents were appreciative of the visit and opportunity to meet with
Region 5 senior management. A tour of the site followed the meeting.

On December 5, 2017, Administrator Pruitt received a letter signed by 14 of Michigan’s congressional
delegation urging EPA’s continued engagement in assisting the state with addressing the public health
concerns stemming from PFOA/PFOS exposures. PFOA/PFOS have been detected in a growing number of sites
across the state. Region 5 as given the lead to respond and, given the national focus on these compounds, is

coordinating with headquarters on language.

On December 13, 2017, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Commissioner Grether sent a letter to
Acting RA Kaplan regarding EPA’s involvement in responding to the ongoing PFAS contamination across the
state. Specifically, MDEQ is appreciative of region’s support so far and highlighted 11 areas that the state
believes EPA’s involvement would be appropriate moving forward.
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